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them, but in the end they threw him out. The greatest
mistake he made was to nominate eighty-four-year-old
Marshal Petain as vice-Premier, when he modified Ms
Cabinet on June 7. Petain, the victor of Verdun, who
had proclaimed not in vain : " They shall not pass," was
a popular appointment. But those who knew him per-
sonally were apprehensive. Petain had always been a
pessimist, age had made him a defeatist and vanity had
made him listen to German flattery, and feel a sympathy
for the German Army leaders. Hitler found in Petain
another Hindenburg, on whose weaknesses he could play*
When the Marshal visited Cracow in May, 1935, to
attend the funeral of Pilsudski, Goering and officers of
the German Army went out of their way to flatter the
old man. The same policy was adopted when prom-
inent Nazis and Staff officers met him at the funeral of
King Alexander of Yugoslavia, where he again repre-
sented the French Government. Daladier made a
mistake in sending Petain as Ambassador to Spain, for
there it was easy for Germans and Italians to win Vnm
over with fair words. Petain had always felt that the
military class was an elite by itself, and he admired the
discipline of young Germany, Italy and Spain. When
he saw his country being laid prostrate before the
German advance, he believed that an honourable
arrangement could be reached between himself and
Weygand on one side, and the German Army leaders
on the other. He was either too stupid or too blind
to realize that France was not fighting the old type of
German Army, but Hitler and his satellites, who wanted